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Census 2020 disruption
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Census 2020 disruption

• The census was administered in May 2020 just after Canadians began 
receiving several forms of pandemic relief thus showing a temporary 
decrease in inequality and poverty.

• More than two-thirds of Canadians benefited from at least one of the 
pandemic relief programs

• By October 2022, all programs had been effectively dismantled.
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Census 2020 disruption
(CONT.)
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Nearly three-quarters 
(74.8%) of women received 
income from one or more 
pandemic relief programs, 
while 61.6% of men did so.

Between 77.7% and 93.0% of Canadians in 
the second to the seventh deciles of the 
income distribution in 2019 received 
income from one or more of the 
pandemic relief programs, compared 
with 27.0% for those in the top decile of 
the income distribution.

The median amount of benefits 
received among recipients in the 
bottom income decile was $2,480. 
It was $1,090 for those in the fifth 
decile and $604 for those in the 
top decile of the income 
distribution.
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StatsCan noted: 



Census 2020 disruption
(CONT.)

• For a brief shining moment, the federal goal of 
reducing poverty by 50 per cent by 2030 was 
achieved, nine years early (14.5 per cent in 2015 
to 6.4 per cent in 2020) and income inequality 
declined across the country.

• Unfortunately, Canada’s subsequent performance 
demonstrates that the life of vital policy 
innovations is often quite short. 

• By October 2022, we were left with the income 
security programs of 2019.
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Population Gain and loss
2006-2021
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Labour Force 
Canada and Toronto
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Percent (%) of Total Employment
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Incomes
Toronto City and CMA
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Housing and Shelter Costs
Including subsidized housing
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Racialized Residents
A geographic divide
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The Enigma of Covid-19
The effect of pandemic benefits
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Canada’s Covid-19 Census (2020-2021)
• One of the many issues with the recent census is the skewing of long term trends as a result 

of Covid19 pandemic income programs. 

• At the Neighbourhood Change Research Partnership, we have been trying to disaggregate 
the data and map it at the census tract level in Toronto as we explore reprising a piece on 
working poverty in Toronto.

• Here is the Statscan report on Covid-19 effects:

• https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/98-200-X/2021005/98-200-
X2021005-eng.cfm

• Our maps show that pandemic benefits have made a real difference in places like North 
Scarborough and Rexdale and almost eradicated census tracts with very low income 
although almost all remain in low income. (14 very low in 2020 vs 65+ very low in 2015)

• We can't control for pandemic income changes but we can look 'under the hood' and find 
that pandemic benefits mostly went to low and very low income people even though they 
were not designed as anti-poverty measures.
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The ‘Commute’
Getting to and returning from work 
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No Knowledge of English and 
French
Language barriers? 
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Voter Turnout
Toronto 2022 election
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Scarborough
A closer look
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The East Steeles Nexus
A closer look

61



62



63





65



66





68



69







Thank you
Questions 
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